
EXAMPLES 

 

Soapy water or any type of cleaning supply should not 
be emptied into a storm drain.  
 

 
Suspicious color flowing into a storm drain is a good 
example of illicit discharge coming from some location 
nearby.

IF YOU OBSERVE OR SUSPECT AN ILLICIT DISCHARGE, 
IMMEDIATELY CONTACT YOUR COMMUNITY 
REPRESENTATIVE ON THE BACK OF THIS PAMPHLET. 

Contact  
Information 
Town of Clarksville: 
Tom Clevidence – (812) 283-8233 

Floyd County: 
Chris Moore – (812) 949-5446 

Town of Georgetown: 
Bob Woosley – (502) 727-0079 

City of Jeffersonville: 
Matt Bell – (812) 285-6476 

City of Madison:  
Jay Thompson – (812) 265-8326 

City of New Albany: 
Phil Aldridge – (812) 945-1989 

Oak Park Conservancy District: 
Keith Ingram – (812) 283-3960 

Town of Sellersburg: 
Bart Meyer – (502) 376-4967 

Clark County: 
Brian Dixon – (812) 285-6286 

Clark Co. Soil & Water Conservation District: 
Tami Kruer – (812) 256-2330 

Floyd Co. Soil & Water Conservation District: 
Angela Jackson – (812) 945-9936  
 

For more information, please visit 
www.siswac.org 
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An illicit discharge is defined as any discharge to the 
storm system that is not composed entirely of 
stormwater. These non-stormwater discharges may 
be due to illegal dumping, spills that enter the 
stormwater system, or improper connections to the 
storm sewer. 
 
Overview: 

• Examples of illicit discharges to the stormwater 
system include sanitary sewer discharges, household 
hazardous wastes (chemicals like cleaners, 
pesticides, fertilizers, etc), oils, paints, chlorinated 
waters from swimming pools, roadway accident spills, 
collected yard waste (grass clippings, leaves, etc) 
placed in the drainage system, trash, garbage, grease 
from restaurants operations, soil, sediment, and other 
substances that are not composed entirely of natural 
stormwater runoff. 

• Illicit discharges are illegal and enforced through local 
ordinances and enforcement measures such as 
penalties, fines, and property liens.   

• Illicit discharges are typically identified through dry-
weather screening, which inspects the stormwater 
system for flow during extended periods (three or 
more days) of dry weather. 

• Illicit discharges can be identified by inspecting flows 
for unnatural color or odor, however testing 
equipment can also be used. 
 
ANYTHING FLOWING TO A CATCHBASIN DOES NOT GO 
TO THE WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT – IT GOES 
STRAIGHT TO A STREAM 

http://www.siswac.org/


EXAMPLES 

Dechlorinated discharges are generally allowed, but 
contact your community representative for more 
information.  To decholrinate pool water, it should 
remain idle and uncovered for seven days without 
adding chemicals. 
 

 
Though discharges from residential car washing are 
allowed into the drainage system, people should wash 
their vehicles in the grass. When washing a car, park 
it over a non-paved or porous surface to limit water 
runoff, and always attach an automatic shut-off nozzle 
to your hose. 
 
PHYSICAL INDICATORS OF ILLICIT DISCHARGES INCLUDE: 

FLOW, ESPECIALLY DURING PERIODS OF DRY WEATHER; 
TURBIDITY, SUCH AS “CLOUDINESS” OR “MURKINESS”; ODOR 

OR COLORS, ESPECIALLY IF STRONG OR UNNATURAL; 
FLOATABLES; SHEEN; AND STAINS OR DEPOSITS 
 

Improper discharge can be identified by foam or suds 
in the storm system.

 
Oil sheen in a stream could be related to an illicit 
discharge location through illegal dumping. Sheen 
can also indicate the presence of other toxins and 
pollutants.  

 
Improper disposal of restaurant grease has caused 
damage to the surrounding environment.    
 

Allowable Discharges 
• Landscape irrigation and lawn watering 
• Uncontaminated ground water 
• Residential air conditioning condensate 
• Discharges from potable water sources 
• Foundation and footing drains (must not have 

any sanitary connections such as washing 
machines, sinks, showers, and basement floor 
drains) 

• Individual residential car washing (For car 
washing, residents are strongly encouraged to 
park their vehicle in a grassy area to minimize the 
wash water and soaps from entering the 
stormwater system.) 

• Dechlorinated swimming pool discharges (check 
with local regulations) 

 

 


